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WELCOME TO DIXON ROAD

Welcome to the world premiere of Fatuma Adar’s new musical: DIXON ROAD. We originally
commissioned DIXON ROAD in 2017 alongside our co-producing partners, Obsidian Theatre
Company. We are so proud to have nurtured this brand new musical from its inception all the
way through to this premiere production over the past five years.

DIXON ROAD is a story about being displaced from home, from what you know, from who
you are, and how family helps you find your way back. The show reminds me of the values
that I learned as a child growing up in Toronto and Montreal: Think of the greater good,
observe your surroundings to determine where you can be of service, remember that when
the community fails the individual fails; and never, ever stop exploring what it means to be
uniquely YOU!

| can't help but draw parallels between this play and the collective experience we have had
through the two-year pandemic. Many of us spent time in isolation, pondering our values, our
morals, and our role in society. This deep dive into identity, legacy, and authenticity in many
ways is like an allegory of our emergence from COVID slumber.

I'sincerely hope you see yourself, your parents, your aunts, brothers, sisters, and cousins
reflected onstage today. | hope that the tectonic shifts that our protagonists undergo in
search of themselves resonate on a personal level for you. This play has been lovingly crafted
for you with your culture, and your great desire to define yourself in mind. Settle in, enjoy the
surroundings, enjoy being with your friends and fellow citizens. Welcome to DIXON ROAD!

RAY HOGG (HE/HIM)

THE ROGER & KEVIN GARLAND
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR,
THE MUSICAL STAGE COMPANY

Thank you for joining us for the World Premiere of DIXON ROAD by Fatuma Adar!

This piece is so special to us at Obsidian as it originated in our playwrights unit five years ago
and has continued to blossom into the full-grown musical you are about to see tonight with
the incredible partnership of our friends at The Musical Stage Company! Big shout out to my
predecessor Philip Akin for originally commissioning the piece!

This piece is so important in its celebration of Black joy! The joy of family, community,
dreams, and coming into one’s self as a child of immigrants.

A story about a Black Muslim Somali Immigrant family, let alone a musical, has been a rarity
on Canadian stages, and we are privileged to be supporting this story and sharing it with
Toronto audiences.

We hope you sing along, dance, and come back again to see the show with your loved ones!

We could all use a little bit more joy and hope in our lives this summer!

MUMBI TINDYEBWA OTU (SHE/HER)

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR,
OBSIDIAN THEATRE COMPANY
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A NOTE FROM THE WRITER & LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

A NOTE FROM THE WRITER

Welcome to DIXON ROAD!

Since | was a kid I've loved musicals. The magic of breaking into song, the heart, the
DRAMA! I loved every bit of it. Now after years of development, today you get to experience
all that musicals have to offer but this time told through a Somali family navigating their
dreams in a new country. DIXON ROAD has been such a gift to me. When | told my father
that | was going to quit trying to be a doctor and embrace being a storyteller | feared that it
would create a divide between us. But in writing this show, where part of my job was to get
to listen to all of his stories, | found that walking in my purpose was what brought us closer
together.

I'am so excited for a new era when Somali folks regain control of our own narrative. My
hope is that it in a few years DIXON ROAD isn't the only musical about a Black Muslim family.
| can't wait until each of us gets a chance to follow our dreams.

"Adduunyo waa hooska labadiisa gelin”is a Somali proverb that translates to “The world

is like a shadow: in the morning it is turned towards one direction, in the evening towards
the opposite one.” DIXON ROAD is a musical, in many ways similar to the ones that | loved
growing up, but it is certainly a change in direction for what musicals can be.

Peace be upon you,

FATUMA ADAR (SHE/HER)
BOOK, MUSIC & LYRICS

P.S. If you're Somali and interested in creating musical theatre, my
email is fatumaadar@gmail.com - ask me anything, | would love the
company.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

As you watch DIXON ROAD and reflect on how you came to find your own definition
of home within Tkaronto, please consider its original caretakers both recorded
and unrecorded who have been connected to thisland and called it home for
generations.

DIXON ROAD is being performed in the “Dish With One Spoon Territory.” The Dish
With One Spoon is atreaty between the Anishinaabe Nation, Mississaugas of the
Credit, and Haudenosaunee Confederacy that bound them to share the territory
and protect the land. Subsequent Indigenous Nations and peoples, colonial
settlers, and all newcomers, have been invited into this treaty in the spirit of
peace, friendship, and respect.

May this show, performed on this land, remind us of our responsibility to repair the
history of injustice and damage that has been done, and continues to be inflicted
upon Turtle Island (colonially Canada)'s Indigenous peoples, by its settlers. For
more information on how you can be a part of building a more equitable future for
Turtle Island’s Indigenous peoples, visit The Truth and Reconciliation Commission
of Canada by clicking here.


http://www.trc.ca/

tMUSICAL
STAGEco.

Salutes our DIXON ROAD Sponsors

New Work Development Sponsor

BMO ()

Producing Patrons

THE DON & SHIRLEY GREEN
FAMILY FOUNDATION

Leading Lights
ANONYMOUS

Leading Lights
LEN & SUZY
RODNESS
Thank you for bringing this
performance to life!
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A Musical Stage Company & Obsidian Theatre Company Coproduction,

In Association with Canadian Stage

DIXON ROAD

Book, music & lyrics by

©
2 FATUMA ADAR
=
m
STARRING
KRYSTLE CHANCE GERMAINE KONJI
STARR DOMINGUE MICHAEL-LAMONT LYTLE
OMAR FORREST DANTE PRINCE
ROSE-MARY HARBANS* SHAKURA S'AIDA
GAVIN HOPE TRAVAE WILLIAMS
BAND
Piano/Conductor Guitars & Oud Bass Drums & Percussion
CHRIS BARILLARO JOHN GZOWSKI EVAN PORTER AUBREY DAYLE

CREATIVE & PRODUCTION TEAM

Director & Music Supervisor, Music Director &
Choreographer Orchestrator & Arranger Piano/Conductor
RAY HOGG ADAM SAKIYAMA CHRIS BARILLARO
Metcalf Foundation X X X
Dramaturg Associate Director & Associate Music Assistant
KIMBERLY Associate Dramaturg Supervisor & Copyist Choreographer
COLBURN JORDAN JONATHAN ROSE-MARY
LAFFRENIER** CORKAL-ASTORGA HARBANS
Set Designer Costume Supervisor Costume Designer
BRIAN ALEX GEORGES MICHAEL
DUDKIEWICZ AMINI FANFAN
Lighting Designer Sound Designer Stage Manager Assistant Stage Manager
LOGAN RAJU MATTEO KAT FARNOOSH
CRACKNELL DESIMONE CHIN TALEBPOUR

(continued on next page)

*Dance captain
**Funded by the Metcalf Foundation

Commissioned with funding from the Aubrey and Marla Dan Fund for New Musicals in partnership with
Obsidian Theatre as part of Obsidian Theatre’s Playwrights Unit in 2017.



CREATIVE & PRODUCTION TEAM

(continued)
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Production & Safety

ProductionSSupervisor Production Manager Asspciate Coordinator / Apprentice
LESLIE CARLOS Production Manager Stage Manager
HERNANDEZ¢t VARELA¢ MATTEO DESIMONE+ MARISSA TROTT 'g;
=
=z
Head of Props Head of Softgoods Scenic Painters Carpentry Shop (2}
EL ALEX SUSANNA FENG & FACTORY
PATEY GILBERT JEN NEWNHAM THEATRE
Movement & Cultural Consultant Dialect Coach Audio Description Services
Creative Consultant MAYRAN AUSAR SUPERIOR
ESIE MENSAH KALAH STEWART DESCRIPTION
RBC Apprentice RBC Apprentice RBC Apprentice RBC Apprentice
Sound Designert Directort Music Directort Music Directort
MADDIE BAUTISTA§ KAYLEE HARWOOD§ ALEXANDRA KANE HANEUL YI
CREW
Head Technician/ Audio 1 Audio 2 Lighting Operator
EVERETT ELIJAH ETHAN
DALINGWATER OUIMET ROBINSON
Running Crew 1 Running Crew 2 Dresser1 Dresser?2
vy SOFIA HANNAH ERIKA
GROUNDWATER FRICK DULONG JAUDZEMS

tAssociates and members of WxW (WhatbyWhen)
tPartofthe2021-22 RBC Apprentice Program
§As apart of the Kathleen C. Freeman Leadership Development Fund

Obsidian Theatre Company and Canadian Stage are members of the Professional Association of
Canadian Theatres.

Stage Employees of The Musical Stage Company, Obsidian Theatre Company and Canadian Stage are
represented by Local 58 of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees

The Musical Stage Company engages, under the terms of the Independent Theatre Agreement, actors
and stage managers who are members of the Canadian Actors’ Equity Association (CAEA).

'-J The musicians engaged in this production are members of the Toronto Musicians’ Association (TMA)
Local 149 of the Canadian Federation of Musicians and American Federation of Musicians.

Members of the DIXON ROAD Design team are a part of the Associated Designers of Canada(ADC), Local
659.

The Musical Stage Company, Obsidian Theatre Company and Canadian Stage are members of the
Toronto Alliance for the Performing Arts(TAPA).




SPECIAL THANKS

BILLING

Aden Abebe K'naan
Mohamed Adar Mitchell Marcus
Philip Akin Lucy McPhee
Ibrahim Ali Robert McQueen
Carmen Amini Weyni Mengesha
Wes Babcock Clear Mortifee
The Bars Workshop NYC Myekah Payne
Alexa Belgrave Chynah Philadelphia
Deanna Brown Courtney Pike
Nathaniel Demisse Alysa Pires
Andy Dolgin George Quarcoo
Mohamed EImi RP Dynamics
Jamila Farah Mary Spyrakis
Beth Friend Curtis Whittaker
Bryan Foster Lauren Wu
Nickeshia Garrick Kevin Wong
Baakal Geleta Elissa Horscroft
Tristan Goethel Aws Waham
Nathan Gregory Meg Woods
Mel Hague Peter Velocci

Levon Ichkhanian
Istar Restaurant

Finale Portrait Photography taken by Dahlia Katz.
Portraits feature: Mohamed Adar, Jamila Farah, Abdimalik Adar,
Ibrahim Adar, Fatuma Adar, Starr Domingue, Shakura S'Aida.

We would like to thank the past artists who have worked on the
development of DIXON ROAD as follows:

Matthew Brown Mercedes Morris
Nathaniel Demisse Christopher Parker
Shakura Dickson Nadine Whiteman Roden

Arlene Duncan Neha Ross

Mazin Elsadig Yemie Sonuga

Daren Herbert Jeremiah Sparks

Josephine Ho Meghan Swaby

Hailey Lewis Aaron Willis

Araya Mengesha

DIXON ROAD hasreceived the Toronto Arts Council Playwrights Grant, Ontario Arts Council & Toronto
Arts Council Workshop Grants(2018); was shortlisted for the Tom Hendry Stage West Musical Award
(2019); and was part of the Myseum Intersections Festival(2021).

October 2021 Workshop Direction by Esie Mensah.



DIXON ROAD

SONG LIST

ACTI

ZaKi’'s PhiloSOPNY i ZAKIl, COMPANY
Pray c.ooooceenee et HALIMA, SAFIYA, BATOUL, ZAKI, COMPANY
How to Be Canadian .......ccceeueeriiiiiiiiiiieieee e ABDI, YOUSEF, COMPANY
Teeth Bite the TONQUE ... e COMPANY
FINA ME oot BATOUL
MiSKEEN(POOT YOU)...coiiiieiiiiiririe ettt e e ABDI, COMPANY
The LUCKY ONES ..oeeiiiieieitiee ettt e ettt e et e e e e e e e e COMPANY
ACTII

CalliNg ceeeiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e COMPANY
BreaktheCycCle ......coviiiiiiiiiiiiiceicic e, HALIMA, SAFIYA, BATOUL
Game’'s NOt OVEr c.eiiiviiiiiiiiiinccciiii e BATOUL, YOUSEF
How to Be Canadian (REPriS@) ....ccccueeeeiiciiieeeieeiiiieee et eve e ZAKI
Practical......cocceiiiniiiieeei e ZAKI, BATOUL, COMPANY
Share YoUr FEelings ...ccueveeieiiiiniiiiiiiiicece e SAFIYA, COMPANY
Starsinthe Sunlight ... ZAKIl, ENSEMBLE
Find Me (REPFISE) c.eeueiiieieeie ettt ettt e e e e BATOUL
| Got it From You / Zaki's Philosophy (Reprise) .....ccccceevvvvieeeeeeeiecnnnnnn.. COMPANY

WARNING: This show contains sudden loud sounds, mature language, and
mentions of violence, death, and war.

2 hours and 15 minutes, including Photography and videography is

one 15 minute intermission. not permitted.

«— Reminderto consider masking and practice physical distancing from
n N . .
3 &3 thoseoutside your household/group in the space.
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THE CULTURAL EXCHANGE

THE CULTURAL EXCHANGE

Throughout the run of DIXON ROAD, we are hosting a Cultural Exchange
of Somali vendors of various crafts to sell goods and services to
audience members.

In addition to this exciting marketplace, the Cultural Exchange will
showcase art from Somali artists, and provide a dedicated prayer area
for anyone who wishes to use it.

MEET OUR VENDORS

SARAH-MECCA ABDOURAHMAN

www.sarahmecca.com

Sarah-Mecca Abdourahman is an emerging Somali-Indian
multidisciplinary artist based in Ottawa and Montreal. Her art practice
involves both mixed media painting and video art. Through the re-working
of family photo albums, Abdourahman’s work addresses her cultural
history, using her art practice as a means to connect with her heritage.
Through this process, she explores concepts of migration, familial
history, and discrimination. In 2020, Abdourahman received a BFA from
Concordia University in Studio Arts. She has designed murals for the
Vanier Community Service Centre in Ottawa as well as Lansdowne & the
Glebe Park. In addition, her video work has been featured in the CBC Arts
Documentary Series: Exhibitionists. In 2021, her collaborative mural
work was displayed in a group exhibition titled “Filtered” at the Ottawa
Art Gallery. In 2022, she has exhibited at Wallack Galleries and Institut
National Art contemporain.

NIMA
SHOP NAYAA

www.shopnayaa.com

Nayaais a platform to give space to the version we are living today. It is
here toreinforce that who you are isn’t missing pieces. You aren’t less
African because of what you gravitate towards. You belongin the country
you were borninto as much as anyone else and you deserve to stretch
your roots. This brand is a reminder that you aren’t required to embody
anything other than what you believe is true to you.



MEET OUR VENDORS

(continued)

ABDUL ALI
REX'S ICE CREAM

www.rexsicecream.com

Rex’sIce Cream is a small batch ice cream company based in Toronto, the
flavours are inspired by the founders life experiences and East African
heritage. Some of the proceeds from the ice cream funds a book drop
program called Rex Reads.

LIBIN ALI
ARTBYLIBIN

Libin Aliis a Somali Digital Artist that sets out to create positive
representation of the three demographics she finds home in. Creating
beautiful and self loving art for black women, Muslim women and
reconnecting women of the Somali diaspora to their roots. Libin’s art has
been featured by The Flaunt It Movement in their first Anthology/Magazine
as well as being showcased at Artscape Weston Commaons.

SHUKRI SULIEMAN
SU.LEEY

SU.LEEY strivesto bring elegant affordable and modest wear straight to
your front door. Inspired by the Middle East, the love story between modern

and modest begins.

SAIDA ABDULLE
SARASH COLLECTIONS

SARASH COLLECTIONS relieves you of all party planning and gift giving
stress from our customized table settings to customized balloons. We can
help you arrange your wedding invitations, bridal shower favors or even
signs to celebrate your special days.

ge/izoe
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CAST BIOGRAPHIES
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CAST BIOGRAPHIES

STARR
DOMINGUE

(she/her/they)
Safiya

Selected Theatre

Credits: ROOM u/s
“Ma”", HAIRSPRAY (Mirvish): LITTLE
SHOP OF HORRORS, BILLY ELLIOT
(Stratford Festival); THE MAGICIAN'S
NEPHEW, ME AND MY GIRL, AN
OCTOROON (Shaw Festival); MARY
POPPINS, BINTI'SJJOURNEY (YPT);
originated Vonziain OIL AND WATER
(NAC); DREAMGIRLS (Arts Club); AIN'T
MISBEHAVIN'(CanStage); COOKIN’
AT THE COOKERY (Citadel, ASF); THE
ADVENTURES OF ABLACKGIRL...
(Harbourfront). Film/TV: PUPPY
MASTER, ODD SQUAD(TVO0); PEARL,
HAIRSPRAY (Newline Cinema); 4TONE,
4SQUARE (Corus). Other: Resident
Director, AIN'T MISBEHAVIN' (European/
Broadway tours); Creator/Producer
& Host, THE BLACKTOR’S STUDIO
(interview series highlighting BIPOC
Canadian thespians).

GAVIN HOPE

(he/him)
Zaki

Gavin has a diverse

experience that

includes song, stage,
tv, and film. He is a three-time Juno
nominated recording artist and has
performed around the world, sharing
the stage with such greats as Aretha
Franklin, Natalie Cole, Jill Scott, James
Brown, and Deborah Cox, just to name a
few. Theatre highlights include playing
Collins in the original Canadian company
of RENT and Simba in THE LION KING
(Mirvish), THE TEMPEST (CanStage),

AS YOU LIKE IT(CanStage), FREEDOM
CABARET (Stratford)and SMOKEY
JOE'S CAFE (Stage West). Gavin is also
known for his work as the baritone
member of iconic Canadian a cappella
institution The Nylons for 16 years,
recording 6 studio albums(including

2 Juno nominations). He is currently a
core featured headlining vocalist with
Jeans n Classics, and performs several
Pops concerts with Symphony and Rock
Orchestras across North America each
year.

GERMAINE KONJI

(she/they)
Batoul

Germaine Konjiis a

Kenyan-Canadian

actor, singer, and
writer. Their artistry lives where the
theatrical, cultural, and political
intersect. She is deeply grateful to be
apartof sharing this story. Training:
Bachelor’s Music Theatre Performance
(graduate, 2020). Select writing credits:
HENRY V lyricist (Driftwood Theatre,
2022) THE LOBSTER WHO CRIED
PERSON (Bad Hats Theatre, New Bad
Ideas 2021) AFTER THE RECKONING
(Centaur Theatre, Wildside 2020).

MICHAEL-
LAMONTLYTLE

(he/they)
Abdi

Live theatreis

coming back
and Michael-Lamont is ecstatic!
Michael-Lamontis proud to make his
Musical Stage Company debut in this
production of DIXON ROAD. Michael-
Lamont was borninto a performing
family in Springfield, Ohio. His father



Proud to support The Musical Stage Company

We're working together with The Musical Stage Company.
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for a more inclusive and sustainable tomorrow.
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was famed jazz artist Johnny Lytle and
his aunt Ada Lee performed with such
greats as Duke Ellington and Count
Basie. Michael-Lamont dedicates this
and all future performances to his
mother Barbara Lytle and his husband
D'Arcy Mclenaghen.

DANTE PRINCE

(he/him)
Yousef

Danté Princeis an

artist born and raised

in Scarborough,
Ontario. He self describes as having an
obsession with the craft of storytelling.
Committing himself to refine his
discipline. To be the best actor,
playwright, or whatever else he can be.
He feels very grateful to have been able
to do thisasacareer. Living out long
time dreams that even he didn't know
were there. And he hopes to eventually
be able to share his art with everyone
reading this.

SHAKURA S’AIDA

(she/her)
Halima

Shakura S'Aida is

anaward-winning

performer who has
traveled the globe for more than two
decades, connecting and inspiring
audiences with her powerful vocals.
Anundeniable talent and an outspoken
advocate for human rights and racial
equality, her artistic work reflects
that which impacts and connects us
all: love. A central figure in Canada'’s
music scene, the Brooklyn-born,
Swiss-raised entertainer has garnered
not only aninternational recording
and touring career but has shone on

the theatre stage as star and creator
of the four-woman tribute to Nina
Simone, THE NINA PROJECT, and in
roles on-screenincluding as Lena,
member of the beloved “Jazzagals”in
the acclaimed series SCHITT'S CREEK,
and most recently in the part of Cora
Lewis, mother to Batwomanin DC
Comics/ Warner Brothers hit series of
the same name.

KRYSTLE
CHANCE

(she/her)

Ensemble, with roles
including Oprah,
Employer #1, Nadifo,
Camera Store Owner

Krystle Chance is a multi-talented
musical theatre/TV performer with
over adozen contractsandroles.
Favoritesinclude: The Killer Queen
(WE WILL ROCK YOU), Mary (OBEAH
OPERA), Effie White (DREAMGIRLS),
The Lion(THE WIZARD OF 0Z), Medda
Larkin(NEWSIES), Sharmain (DA KINK
IN MY HAIR). Behind the scenes, Krystle
also has displayed her skills as a music
educator as the Assistant Musical
Director for ONCE ON THIS ISLAND at
the Lower Ossington Theatre, Co-Music
Director SONGS FOR A NEW WORLD at
Randolph College, Vocal Department
Head at the Conservatory of Music and
the Arts, and the Creator of Vocalfy(an
online vocal training platform).

cz/leoe
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CAST BIOGRAPHIES

OMAR FORREST

(he/him)
Ensemble, with
roles including Omar
Gayle, Dr. Suleiman,
Chip-E Cheese
Waiter

I'mso thrilled to be a part of this
beautiful production. Credits: A
FEW GOOD MEN, TWELVE ANGRY
MEN (Drayton), THE COLOR PURPLE
(Citadel/Royal MTC), THE HOCKEY
SWEATER (Segal/NAC), THE
WIZARD OF OZ(YPT), SISTER ACT
(Rainbow Stage), LEGALLY BLONDE
(Theatre Aquarius), WEST SIDE
STORY (Vancouver Opera Company),
CABARET, TROJAN WOMEN
(Stratford), PETER PAN (Neptune),
JOSEPH...(Stage West Mississauga),
THE LION KING, THE LORD OF THE
RINGS (Mirvish), TOUCH THE SKY
(LKTYP). Film/TV: MIRROR MIRROR
(Relativity Media), REPO: THE GENETIC
OPERA (Twisted Pictures), DA KINK
IN MY HAIR (Global), DA VINCI'S CITY
HALL (CBC), ONCE UPON A MATTRESS
(Paramount). Thanks to Ray, Fatuma
and the DIXON ROAD cast/crew for
making me feel so welcomed, and of

course, Talent House!

ROSE-MARY
HARBANS

(she/her)

Ensemble, with roles

including Picture #1,

Canadian Woman,
Employer #2, Attorney, Chip-E
Cheese; Assistant Choreographer;
Dance Captain

Rose-Mary Harbansis a Caribbean-
Canadian performer from Toronto,
Ontario. From ayoung age, her
heritage has fueled her love for dance

and storytelling. Some of her credits
include AFTER MIDNIGHT (Warren
Carlyle), AREVOLUTION OF LOVE
(Esie Mensah), and NEW MONUMENTS
(Director X). Most recently, she has
worked on multiple projects with Esie
Mensah (ZAY0)and Lua Shayenne
Dance Company (WAVESIVAGUES).
She also teaches Musical Theatre &
Jazz alongside Vicki St.Denys at X
University. Rosie is excited to help
bring DIXON ROAD to life!

TRAVAE
WILLIAMS

(he/him)

Ensemble, with roles
including Picture
#2, Chip-E Cheese
Waiter, Dispatch

Travae isaJamaican Canadian singer,
dancer, actor, and musician. He is a
recent graduate of the Bachelor of
Music Theatre Performance program
at Sheridan College (Class of 2022).
He strives to make purposeful,
innovative, and impactful change with
his unique artistry which is why he
feels tremendously blessed to be a
part of such animportant show as his
first professional production. Travae
would like to thank his parents for
their unwavering support. Selected
credits: Orsino, TWELFTH NIGHT THE
MUSICAL (Sheridan College), 9TO5
(Capitol Theatre, upcoming).



Elevating the art community
who enrich and inspire us all.

Supporting the arts is a long-standing priority of RBC®.
We recognize the important role they play in building
vibrant communities and strong economies.

Together with organizations like Musical Stage Company, we support

a diverse range of Canadian talent in communities across the country
through the RBC Emerging Artists Project.

rbc.com/community-social-impact/

emerging-artists-project.html

% Foundation
N

RBCH

® /™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. vesi09792 126500 (05/2022)



CREATIVE & PRODUCTION TEAM BIOGRAPHIES

CREATIVE & PRODUCTION TEAM BIOGRAPHIES

FATUMA ADAR

(she/her)
Book, Music, Lyrics

Fatuma Adarisa

Somali writer based

in Toronto. She was
profiled in CBC’s Up Close: Young Black
Women Making Canada Better. In 2017,
shejoined the third cohort of The Bars
Workshop at the Public Theaterin
NYC. Her work has been featured in the
Toronto Star, The Globe & Mail, Maclean’s
and an anthology entitled Black Writers
Matter published by the University
of Regina Press. Fatuma'’s critically
acclaimed show SHE'S NOT SPECIAL
received bNs from Now Magazine. Keep
up with her antics by following

@fatumaadar on social media.

RAY HOGG

(he/him)
Director &
Choreographer

Ray Hoggis anaward

winning theatre artist
known for creating and presenting
virtuosic, visually stunning, viscerally
moving theatre. He has over 30 years
of artistic, educational and leadership
experience in the most celebrated
opera, dance, and theatre companies
around the world. His work as a theatre
maker has taken him across Europe, The
United States, Canada, and cable TV.
He has created for stages as diverse as
Neptune Theatre, The Arts Club, Theatre
Calgary, The Shaw Festival, The Grand
Theatre, Segal Centre and many more.

ADAM SAKIYAMA
(he/him)

Music Supervisor,
Orchestrator &
Arranger

Adam Sakiyamais a Dora Award-
winning music director & composer
with a passion for new work
development. Recent theatre credits
include UNCOVERED: DOLLY PARTON
(Musical Stage Co.), SUNDAY IN THE
PARK WITH GEORGE (Eclipse Theatre),
SONGS FOR ANEW WORLD (Theatre
Sheridan), STUPIDHEAD! (Outside the
March), NEXT TO NORMAL (Musical
Stage Co./ Mirvish), BILLY ELLIOT
(Stratford). Composing credits include
MACBETH (Ballet Kelowna), QUENCH
(Axon Interactive)and INBETWEEN
(National Ballet of Canada). Songwriter
& Arranger for SUPER SIMPLE SONGS,
one of the most watched educational
channels on YouTube. Endless thanks to

Alysa and Sawyer, my ikigai.

CHRIS
BARILLARO

(he/him)
Music Director &
Piano/Conductor

Chris Barillarois a
Montreal-based music director, pianist,
orchestrator, actor, singer, magician,
and graduate of Dawson College's
Professional Theatre Program and
of McGill University. Over the years,
Chris has had the honour of helping
to several new musicals—in both
of Canada’s official languages—as
an MD/orchestrator. He's also had
the pleasure of performing at many



beautiful theatres across the country.
In 2018, Chrisreceived a Félix at

the Gala ADISQ in the category of
"Spectacle: Interpréte” for DEMAIN
MATIN, MONTREAL M'ATTEND and in
2019, Chrisreceived a Dora Mavor Moore

Award for outstanding music direction.

KIMBERLY
COLBURN

(she/her)
Dramaturg

Kimberly Colburn

is the Producer of
New Work Development at Soulpepper
Theatre. Previous to herimmigration
to Canada, she was South Coast Rep’s
(SCR)literary director, co-director of
PPF and led the theatre’'s CrossRoads
initiative, a playwright residency
program. She was literary manager at
Actors Theatre of Louisville, and she
has worked with companies including
Denver Center Theatre Company, Los
Angeles Opera, Mixed Blood Theatre,
The Playwrights Center, the Eugene
O’Neill Playwrights Conference, Oregon
Contemporary Theatre, Critical Mass
Ensemble, Artists at Play, Musical Stage
Company, Arizona Theatre Company,
Soulpepper and Native Voices at the

Autry. www.theatrekimberly.com

JORDAN
LAFFRENIER

(he/they)

Metcalf Foundation
Associate Director
& Associate
Dramaturg

Jordan Laffrenierisso thrilled to be a
part of DIXON ROAD! Jordan is an award
winning director, producer, playwright,
dramaturg and educator. Jordan is
currently the Associate Artistic Director

of Prime Mover Theatre Company, the
Artistic Producer of Theatre Sheridan,
the Co-Program Coordinator of Musical
Theatre Performance at Sheridan
College and dramaturg of Cahoots Black
Penther Program. Jordan has held many
musical theatre developmentrolesin
New York City, Los Angeles and Toronto,
including AMELIE on Broadway,
PARADISE SQUARE / HARD TIMES
(Berkeley Repertory Theatre California),
SOUZATSKA(Tiberius Entertainment)
and as the founding Artistic Director of
Then They Fight Theatre.

ESIE MENSAH

(she/her)
Movement &
Creative Consultant

Esie Mensahis

anartist whose
creative footprint extends into many
genres, disciplines and regions. As
adancer, choreographer, director,
educator and public speaker, Mensah's
mastery of storytelling is as diverse
as her experience. From working with
megastars like Rihanna, Drake and
Arcade Fire to historic brands like Coca-
Cola, TIFF and the Toronto Raptors,
this powerful woman shows no sign
of slowing down. She was a featured
speaker at TEDXTORONTO 2019, where
she spoke about her experience asa
dark-skinned dancer and the process
of creating her Dora-nominated
production SHADES. Her short film, A
REVOLUTION OF LOVE, opened Toronto
History Museum’s ongoing Awakenings
initiative to decolonize historic spaces.
More recently, Esie announced the
world premiere of her newest short film,
TESSEL, co-commissioned by Fall For
Dance North and Harbourfront Centre.
TESSEL is anational call of healing
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supported by 21dance organizations
from across Canada, streaming online
at www.tessel.film. She has led equity
and inclusion work at Sheridan College,
the Royal Academy of Dance, the
University of Calgary and is an Artistic

Advisor at The National Ballet School.

JOHN GZOWSKI

(he/him)
Guitars & Oud

Composer, sound

designer, musician

and instrument
maker John Gzowski worked on over
200 theatre, dance and film productions
for which he has done composition,
sound design, live foley, live music
and as musical director. He has played
banjo for operain Banff, studied
Carnatic classical music in India and
played oud and guitarinjazz and folk
festivals across Canada and Europe.
His theatre work has won him 6 Dora's,
from 18 nominations for companies like
Stratford, Shaw Festival, Luminato,
National Arts Centre, the Mirvishes,
MTC, the Arts Club, Canstage,
Soulpepper, Dancemakers, Red Sky,
Tarragon, Factory Theatre and YPT.
Gzowski has played on numerous CDs,
with recent releases with Patricia
Q’Callghan, Tasa, and Autorickshaw
as wellasaJuno nomination with
Maza Meze. He has run Canada’s first
microtonal group, touring Canada
playing the works of Harry Partch,
composed and performed with several
new music groups and worked as co-
artistic director of the Music Gallery.

EVAN PORTER

(he/him)
Bass

Evan Porterisa

multi-instrumentalist

andvocalist born
and raised in Scarborough, Ontario by
Jamaican parents. Evan has gained
extensive experience playing with
rhythm sections and singing lead all
over Canada and the U.S. He went on
to explore jazz, R&B, soul, and pop to
eventually study and complete the
introduction to commercial jazz in vocal
performance. Evan has toured the US,
South East Asia, The Middle East and
China. Some performances and tours
by The Arkells, Allan Rayman, Chris
Larocca, Charlotte Day Wilson, AHI,
andis currently recording for various
artists around the world specializing in
saxophone, bass, vocals and voice over
work.

AUBREY DAYLE
(he/him)
Drums & Percussion

Aubrey Dale’s

musicianship began

atthe age of 5when
he started to study the accordion and
the piano. Formally trained at McGill
University and Manhattan School of
Music, in classical and jazz percussion,
Aubrey has performed in a variety of
diverse situations. He has toured with
James ‘Blood’ Ulmer, Hassan Hakmoun,
God Street Wine, Sam Rivers, and Ernest
Ranglin. As part of the John Popper
Band, he played on both the David
Letterman and the Jay Leno shows.
Aubrey played on the Broadway show
BRING IN ‘DA NOISE BRING IN ‘DA FUNK.
He has also performed at Carnegie Hall
with the New York Metro Mass Choir.



BRIAN
DUDKIEWICZ

(he/him)
Set Designer

Brianisanaward-

winning designer
and thrilled to be joining the amazing
of DIXON ROAD. Recent creditsinclude
KINKY BOOTS, ROCKY, NEWSIES, BILLY
BISHOP (Drayton Entertainment), APRIL
FOOLS, INDECENT, BAD JEWS, MILLION
DOLLAR QUARTET (Segal Center),
JUKEBOX HERO (Mirvish), TITANIC
(The Grand), THE LAST FIVE YEARS
(Neptune Theatre), NEVER NOT ONCE
(Theatre Aquarius), THE GREAT DIVIDE
(Harold Green), and dozens of shows
Off-Broadway and across The United
States. Brian holds an MFA in Set Design
from the Yale School of Bramaand a BSc
in Architecture from McGill University.

LOGAN RAJU
CRACKNELL

(he/they)
Lighting Designer

Logan Raju Cracknell

isa Toronto based
theatre artist specializing in lighting
design and live stream creation. Their
work has taken them across the country
and they are truly excited to see what
journeys lie ahead. He is excited to be
back with The Musical Stage Company
this summer to bring you theatre in
High Park. Recent works include:
ALICE IN WONDERLAND (Bad Hats
Theatre), BLACKOUT (The Musical
Stage Company), CONCORD FLORAL
and CASIMIR AND CAROLINE (Theatre
Sheridan), WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE'S
AS YOULIKE IT: ARADICAL RETELLING
by Cliff Cardinaland ORPHANS FOR THE
CZAR(Crow's Theatre).

MATTEO
DESIMONE

(he/him)

Sound Designer

& Associate
Production Manager

Matteo began as an Audio Engineer
and Sound Designer working with YES
theatre in Sudbury, Ontario. Credits
with YES Theatre include MERRILY

WE ROLL ALONG, (Canada’s debut

of) VIOLET, MAMMA MIA, toname a
few. Matteo also works as a freelance
Technical Director, Production Manager
and Sound Designer in Toronto and
owns and operates his own livestream
and recording studio in Sudbury - Night
Owl Studios(IG: @nightovvlstudios).
Matteo is extremely excited to be back
in theatre as part of the Production &
Design team with The Musical Stage
Company.

ALEX AMINI

(she/her)
Costume Supervisor

Select theatre

creditsinclude:

THE WILD PARTY
(DoraNominee), GREY GARDENS (Dora
Nominee), ONEGIN, CAROLINE OR
CHANGE and NEXT TO NORMAL, (Dora
Nominee); Musical Stage Co., TO LIFE,
THE JAZZ SINGER and BRIGHTON
BEACH MEMOIRS; The Harold Green
Jewish Theatre , MARY POPPINS,
MAMMA MIA and BEAUTY AND THE
BEAST; Port Hope Capitol Theatre. As
always, thanks to Carmen for saving my
life.
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GEORGES
MICHAEL
FANFAN

(he/him)
Costume Designer

Georges Michael
Fanfanisacostume designer of
Haitian descent based in Montréal. His
fascination for garments led him to
study fashion at L'Ecole supérieure de
mode. Fanfan’s passion for storytelling
and sharing compelling tales has
steered him to use dress asavehicle to
encompass messages. Asacostume
designer; Georges Michael hopes to
produce clothing that transcends
the stage and connect the audience
with the characters from a visual
standpoint. Fanfan aspires to build
dazzling wardrobes from the stage
and the cinema and to further the
representation of people of color by
developing attire that depicts their
stories.

LESLIE
HERNANDEZ

(she/her)
Production
Supervisor

Leslieisabundle
of energy who channels her available
outputs asa WHATbyWHEN (WxW)
associate, specializingin freelance
production management, technical
direction, & occasionally lighting
design. She loves all things documented
inaspreadsheet, labelled, or colour-
coded. Leslie is excited to return to
outdoor theatre thissummer and is
honoured by this opportunity with The
Musical Stage Company & Canadian
Stage. Leslie isforever grateful for her
experiences and training at the National

Theatre School of Canada & the
University of Windsor. lesliehernandez.
com

CARLOS VARELA

(he/him)
Production Manager

Carlos began his

careerin his native

Mexico, where he
worked for 8 years with the Thomas
Jefferson Musical Theatre Company,
touring internationally with many
productions. He has also worked with
OCESA throughout Latin America,
production managing tours of major
Broadway productions such as MARY
POPPINS, THE LION KING, and Mexican
hit MENTIRAS, EL MUSICAL. Since
moving to Toronto in 2015, he has
focused on work with Summerworks,
Rutas Panamericanas, Caminos,
Progress, The Fringe Festival, Riser
and Luminato. His credits with
What By When (WxW)include 21
BLACK FUTURES, and the upcoming
ANTHROPIC TRACES.

KAT CHIN

(she/her)
Stage Manager

Katis a Toronto-

based stage

manager, who has
worked across Canada, Off-Broadway,
andin France atthe Royal Opera at
the Palace of Versailles. During the
pandemic she has been fortunate to
have worked on various projects that
involve film and digital components,
most notably Myseum of Toronto’s 1851
and 21BLACK FUTURES from Obsidian
Theatre & CBC. Recent credits include:
ORPHANS FOR THE CZAR(Crow's
Theatre); TINY TENEMENT OF TERRORS



(Theatre Sheridan); TOKA(TPM/
lemonTree); | AM WILLIAM (Stratford).
She has beenanactive member of
the CAEA SM Committee since 2013.
Upcoming: QUEEN GONERIL and KING
LEAR(Soulpepper).

FARNOOSH
TALEBPOUR

(she/they)
Assistant Stage
Manager

Farnoosh attended
York University and is an independent
artist working in the Toronto theatre
scene, with exciting opportunities
that come her way and she sometimes
dabblesin film. She would like to thank
all the people around her who have
helped keep her feet grounded, joined
in laughter, and kept her heart safe.
Selected Credits: Apprentice SM:,
ORPHANS FOR THE CZAR(Crow’s),
SERVING ELIZABETH (Stratford
Festival) ANGEL, THE RESURRECTION
(Opera Atelier); SOMETHING BUBBLED,
SOMETHING BLUE (TIFT/Outside the
March); ANGELIQUE (BTW/Factory
Theatre). ASM: THROUGH THE BAMBOO
(Uwi Collective/Toronto Fringe); MARY
POPPINS (LOT). SM: IPHIGENIA AND THE
FURIES (Saga Collectif/ Theatre Passe
Muraille)

MARISSA TROTT

(she/her)
Production & Safety
Coordinator /
Apprentice Stage
Manager

Marissa Trott isan emerging Theatre-
creatorin Toronto . Starting out as
an actressacting in various shows

such as GODSPELL (2020), 12 ANGRY
JURORS(2019)and the two woman show
VEILS(2019), she shifted her focus to
directing, and directed her first full
length show THE END OF ‘I' as part

of the Motyer-Fancy Theatre Season
(2018). Now focusing on production,
Marissahas participated in various
behind the scenes positions such as
choreographer, scenic painter, and
stage manager. Marissais excited to
be part of DIXON ROAD and believes
this story of community, sacrifice, and
overcoming challenges will resonate
with everyone.

JONATHAN
CORKAL-
ASTORGA

(he/him)
Associate Music
Supervisor &
Copyist

Jonathan Corkal-Astorgais a Chilean-
Canadian music director, accompanist,
copyist, and arts educator. He is
currently on faculty at Sheridan College
and is a graduate of Sheridan’s Hon.
Bach. in Music Theatre Performance.
An avid supporter of new works, he feels
very grateful to be in the continued
development of new and exciting
stories. He is forever thankful for his
family in Chile and Canada for their
support - saludosy abrazos a todos!

ze/ieoe

S3IHdVY90I19 WV3IL NOILINAOYUd 8 FAILVIYI

23



Celebrating
our diverse
communities
and inspiring
dreams

Proud to support arts that teach
and connect us on a deeper level

canada m

Canada Life and design are trademarks “
of The Canada Life Assurance Company.



MNP

Wherever business
takes you

The business landscape has changed. No matter the industry
sector, market location or specific areas of business you need
addressed, MNP is there... where and when you need us.

John Hughes, CPA, CA | 416.515.3842 | john.hughes@mnp.ca

MNP.ca




CREATIVE & PRODUCTION TEAM BIOGRAPHIES

26

EL PATEY

(they/them)
Head of Props

Elisfrom St John's

NL and arecent

graduate from the
Toronto Metropolitan University's
(formerly Ryerson)School of
Performance, majoring in production,
with a focus on carpentry, flys, and
props. They have been involved in
theater since high school backin
Newfoundland and are very excited
tobeinvolvedin this stunning new
musical. Select creditsinclude; TMU
School of Performance; KING EDWARD
Il, EURYDICE, DANCES DINOLAND,
CLOWN 2020. Film & TV; THE MISSUS
DOWNSTAIRS.

ALEX GILBERT

(she/her)
Head of Softgoods

Alex Gilbertis

the Wardrobe

Supervisor at
Toronto Metropolitan University’s
Performance program. She has worked
in various capacities within wardrobe
and props departments across
Ontario and Toronto. She holds a BFA
in Theatre Productionand an MAin
Interdisciplinary Studies, researching
the transition from natural to synthetic
dyesin late-nineteenth century Ontario.

MAYRAN KALAH

(she/her)
Cultural Consultant

Mayran Kalahis a
Somali Canadian
community advocate,
interpreter, social activist and stand
up comedian. Currently residing in

Winnipeg, Mayran has lived and worked
allacross Western Canada where she
has lived with her 10,000 children.

She has had a very colorful journey
becoming Canadian, and she enjoys
regular opportunities to share her
ideas and experiences on CBC radio
nationally and locally. Mayran has
become arespected voice forwomen
in the Somali Canadian Community and
isan outspoken advocate for the plight
of refugeesin Canadaand around the

world.

AUSAR
STEWART

(he/him)
Dialect Coach

Ausar Stewart

isone of North
America’s leading voice, speech
and communications coaches. A
Designated Linklater Voice Teacher
he has taughtin some of Canada'’s
finestinstitutions; and is presently
an Assistant Professor of Voice and
Acting at Carnegie Mellon University in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Drawing from
awide range of training and experience,
Ausarintegrates voice and speech
work with performance principles and
Afrikan Centered embodiment practices
creating an electrifying signature
approachto the art of communication.
Selected coaching creditsinclude:
Voice Coach onthe remount of the Dora
Award winning show OBAABERIMA,
Dialect Coach on the Dorawinning
SCHOOL GIRLS, OR, THE AFRICAN
MEAN GIRLS PLAY, Voice & Acting
Coach for DoraNominated THE FLICK,
Dialect Coach for THE NEGROES ARE
CONGREGATING.



SUPERIOR
DESCRIPTION
Audio

Description Services

Lead Audio
Describer:
Rebecca Singh
Audio Describer:
James McKenzie
Apprentice Audio Describer:
Janis Meyers
Advisor from Blind/Partially Sighted
Community:
George Quarcoo

Led by Rebecca Singh, the team at
Superior Description Services has been
providing audio description services to
the local arts community and helping
grow Blind and Partially Sighted
audiences for over adecade. Last

year Rebeccawrote and voiced Audio
Descriptions for BLACKOUT here in High
Park.

MADDIE
BAUTISTA

(she/her)
RBC Apprentice
Sound Designer

Maddie Bautistais
a Bi, Saudi Arabia-born Filipina sound
designer and composer. Maddie has
been nominated for a Dora Award for
ERASER at RISER 2019, and nominated
forthe 2020 Pauline McGibbon Award.
Selected sound credits: | AMWILLIAM
(Stratford Festival), TOKA (Theatre
Passe Muraille), WHITE GIRLS IN
MOCCASINS (Buddies in Bad Times), OIL
(ARC), OUR FATHERS, SONS, LOVERS,
AND LITTLE BROTHERS (b current).
This June, catch her and Deanna H.
Choi’s performance of LOVE YOU
WRONG TIME - an explosive theatrical

concert reckoning with Asian femininity
and sexuality, threading history, the
internet, and the creators’ personal
lives. www.maddiebautista.com

KAYLEE
HARWOOD

(she/her)
RBC Apprentice
Director

Kaylee is a west-
coast raised performer, educator
and director based in Tkaronto. She's
thrilled to spend the season as an
apprentice director with MSC, where
she’s previously worked as a performer
on REFRAMED, REPRINT, KELLY V.
KELLY and Launch Pad, and where she's
co-conceiving and directing the RBC
Creators'Project, NOW WHAT? THE ART
OF MOVING ON. Kaylee's performed on
Broadway, National Tours, Radio City,
Stratford, Shaw, La Jolla Playhouse,
Citadel, Arts Club and appeared on
STAR TREK, WORKIN"MOMS, MAYDAY,
CHRISTMAS MOVIE MAGIC, REIGN, GOOD
WITCH, AMERICA'S GOT TALENT, and
The Tony Awards. Thanks to TH, DPR
and MSC.
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ALEXANDRA
KANE

(she/her)
RBC Apprentice
Music Director

Alexandra Kaneis a
music director, producer, actor, singer,
equity transformation coach and
activist. Credits include music director
for HUNCHBACK OF NORTE DAME (AK
Arts Academy), One Song Glory(Musical
Stage Company), FINDING BLACK JOY
and HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS (Grand
Theatre). Event production works
include Forrest City London Music
Awards. Television productionincludes
FRACTURE, NOVA:PRIME and SHELTEr
and B.L.A.C.K(upcoming Black London
Network). Alex holds a Bachelor of
Musical Arts from Western University,
agraduate certificate in Corporate
Communications and Public Relations
from Fanshawe College and a graduate
certificate in Diversity and Inclusion
from Cornell University.

HANEUL YI

(he/him)
RBC Apprentice
Music Director

Haneul Yiisanactor-

musician and music
director. His love for musical theatre
comes from his affinity for music and
storytelling. Intheatre, he searches for
the magic carpet moments when the
audience and actors are all on the same
page, thinking the same thought, taking
inthe same breath.



Our mandate is to bring the Black voice
to Canada’s cultural forefront. Now, we
seek to intentionally shed a light on the
richness and complexity of the Black
community by showcasing Blackness
in all of its intersections.

We are so happy to be back to doing live theatre this season with
you all as we collectively emerge from the trying times of the
COVID-19 pandemic. We showed resilience over the past two years
with the creation of our Award-Winning series, 21 Black Futures, in
a historic partnership with CBC Arts.

With fortitude, we kicked off our 21/22 season with Cast Iron by Lisa
Codrington, co-produced with Factory Theatre as a bi-naural audio
drama and we recently completed the critically acclaimed run of
the Canadian premiere of Is God Is by Aleshea Harris with our co-
producing partners, Necessary Angel and Canadian Stage.

To end our season, we are thrilled to partner with Musical Stage
Company to bring to life this groundbreaking musical that started
out in our Playwrights Unit; Dixon Road by Fatuma Adar.

We are so happy to be able to bring back live theatre for your
enjoyment and we look forward to your continued support.

KEEP IN TOUCH!

©00

@obsidiantheatre
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OBSIDIAN STAFF

Mumbi Tindyebwa Otu Michael Sinclair
Artistic Director General Manager
Vanessa Spence daniel jelani ellis

Producer Metcalf Intern Artistic
Director
Jay Northcott Lisa Codrington
Young, Gifted & Black Playwrights Unit
(YGB) Program Director Facilitator

OBSIDIAN
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Beverley Thomas-Barnes Walter Gibbons
Chair Treasurer

Stacey Norton

Secretary
Ashima Sascha Kevin Alistair
Chopra Cole Hanchard Hepburn

Director Director Director Director



OBSIDIAN
SEASON SPONSOR

OBSIDIAN
SUPPORTERS

OBSIDIAN
YOUNG, GIFTED & BLACK
SUPPORTERS
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Obsidian Supporters

Rainbow Sheen
[$1000+]

B&B Hamilton Fund

Ms Jennifer Birmingham
Black Solidarity Fund
Robin Cardozo

Denham Corporation
Kamala-Jean Gopie

Ins Choi Productions Inc
Kingfisher Foundation
Professor J. W. Michael

& Dr. Edith Lorimer

Mary McDougall Maude
Necessary Angel Theatre
Pat And Tony Adams Trust
Patricia J Fleming Fund
Penguin Random House
MclLean Smits Family
Mary McDougall Maude
Canada Helps

Elizabeth Pasternak
Nicholas Eddie

Jay Fisher

Gold Sheen
[$500-$999]

Burgundy Asset
Management LTD
Mary Anne Chambers
Jacqueline Costa
David Crawford

Kevin & Christine Hanchard
Greg Holness

Richard Knowles

Ulla Laidlaw

Martha Loewen
Kewayn Lynch

Signy Lynch

Stacey Norton
Amanda Rosenthal
Leslie Sanders
Michael Sinclair
Wood Hart Fund
Amanda Rosenthal
Karen Lawrence
Kristin Moriah

Silver Sheen

[$250-$499]

Neil Foster & Alicia Jeffery
Sarah Bay-Chen

Ashima Chopra
Sascha Cole

Lisa Cunningham
Aurora Stewart De Pena
Kardon Douglas

Eva Feldman

Daniel Levinson

Adam Pottle

Sabryn Rock

Neta Rose

Lily Sutherland

Marcus Tuttle

Marc Zwelling

Darren Herbert
Anonymous

Faye Schepmyer
Paula Wing

Melanie McNeill
Canada On Line Giving
Colin Rivers

Kevin & Christine Hanchard
Kamala-Jean Gopie

Red Mahogany
[$100-$249]

Ravi Jai & Sarena Parmar
9 Story Media Group
Diana Abraham

Amir & Aleks Realty Team
Anonymous

Stephanie Appin
Jennifer Bewwin

Eric Blais

Robin Breon

Madeline Brown

Sarahi Cardenas

Revel Coffee

Harmony Cohen

Wesley Colford

Levi Cristobal

Jeff Cummings

Eric Cunningham
Darling Brenda

& lan Gilmour

Katrina Darychuk
Christopher Dearlove
Debbie Ebanks (School)
Nicholas Eddie

Susan Ferley

Henri Fiks

Barbara Fingerote
Walter Gibbons

Duncan Gibson-Lockhart

Basia Gilas

Andrew Guy
Meredith Henry
Sandra Gravel Hollett
Rose Janson

Alomar Kocur
Madeline Lunney
Stephanie Malek
Anyika Mark

Grecia Mayers

Derek Miller

Natalie Morgan
Zachery Moull
Natasha Mumba
Russel Niessen
Sonya Popovich
Grahame Renyk
Colin Rivers

Peter Roberts

Faye Schepmyer
Paula Shewchuk
Sarah Garton Stanley
Heidi Taylor
Stephanie Taylor
Leonie Thelwell
United Way

Vive Social Marketing Inc
Janet Watson

Emma Westray
Alten Wilmot

Paula Wing

Hersh Zeifman

Peter Hill

Krista Wylie

Diana Ralph

Stacey Norton

Neta Rose
Anonymous

Anyika Mark

Bernice Neil
Katherine Bishop
Joanna Decc

Charity Aid Foundation
Alistair Hepburn

Jini Stolk

Claire Hopkinson
Hilary Land

Grave Lindo Academy
of Cdn

Black Glass
[up to $99]

Dalmar Abuzied



Oritsetimeyin Agbeyegbe
Lauren Allen

Laura Ashmore
Emilie Aubin
Rebecca Ballarin
Nicola Bardell

Linda Barnett

Eva Barrie

Nicole Baughan
Madeline Billiel
Wade Bogert-OBrien
Danielle Bourgon
Ellen Brooker
Coleen Burke

Sarah By-Chen
Nathan Carroll

Annie Clarke
Gemma Clifton

Leo Compton

Shane Corkey

Kate Crome
Constance Crompton
Kate Croome

Cyber Graants TD Staff
Sara D'Agostinoi
Stacy Darko

Francis Dean

Colleen Derkatch
Loretta Diaz

Mikayla Dunlop
Kaitlain Dunn

Allison Edwards-Crewe
Fatma Sarah Elkashef
Tequeilla Faulkner
Suzanne Gerhold
Kyle Golemba
Humberly Gonzales
Joyce Henry

Nathan Heuvingh
Peter Hill

Tiffany Hong

Kayla Horn

Katie Howgate
Beverley John
Carman Johnston
Thalia Gonzalez Kane
Ms Denyse Karn
Jennifer Kelley
Robert Kempson
Erin Kim

Heather Kirkham
Victoria Laberge
Andrew Lamb

David Lee

Annie Liao
Amanda Lin

Lisa Lister

Sabrina Litherland
Frances Loiselle
Cameron MacKenzie
Bonnie MaclLeod
Laura McCallum
Sonya McFarlane
Tymika McKenzie
Heather McMartin
Yago Mesquita
Clear Mortifee

Elisa Natarelli
Bernice Neal

Lise Olds

Vivian Pow

Nan Richardson
Carol Roundtree
Carla Sanchez

Julia Schultz
Vanessa Sears
Tessa Simpson
Lynn Slotkin
Barbara Stewart
Shawn Stillman
Heather Stolte
Vicki Storich

Carla Tassara
Catherine Teichman
Verie Thompson
Sean Towgood
Rebecca Tran

Diana Tso

Sarah Tumalium
Brenda Vellino
Yolanda Ferrato
Kevin Vidal
Margaret Fortuna Yassky
Anja Zelkovic
Taylor Onski

Alex Currie

Jeremy Opolsky
Romina Julian
Jeanne LeSage
Sunny Drake

On Line Giving
Aidan Morishita-Miki
Connor Copeland
Beatrice Campbell
Rachel Birnberg
Dave Deveau
Alessandro Constantini
T Anonymous donor
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£MUSICAL
STAGEco.

FESTIVAL
DIXON MUSICAL
ROAD MOMENTS
JUNE1-19  JUNE14-JULY13  JUNE23-25  MAY 28 - JUNE 12 JUNE 14

A city-wide celebration of musical storytelling, The Musical Stage Company’s
MARQUEE offers 4 weeks of wildly joyful musical programming throughout the
Greater Tkaronto Area. Embracing the city as our stage by lighting up parks,
porches, streets and traditional theatre venues, MARQUEE unleashes a burst
of musical experiences across Toronto with unexpected moments of musical
creativity and spontaneous community gatherings.

Full productions, star-studded concerts, community-based performances
and participatory pop-ups will reinvigorate the city, reminding us all why
it's better with music.

ABOUT THE MUSICAL STAGE COMPANY

Based in Toronto, The Musical Stage Company is the largest
and leading charitable musical theatre company in Canada. We
strive to make Canada a leader in musical theatre. We believe
IT'S BETTER WITH MUSIC.

Scan the QR code to learn more about us!

#MarqueeTO (@MusicalStageCo
MUSICALSTAGECOMPANY.COM

Photos by Dahlia Katz
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THE MUSICAL STAGE COMPANY

tMUSICAL
STAGECO is Canada’s leading

charitable musical theatre company.
Established in 2004, we strive to make
Canada aleader in musical theatre by telling
our most important stories with music.

We believe it’s better with music.

We are inspired by music’s unique ability to
viscerally affect people and are committed
to cultivating experiences - onstage and
off - that transform lives, build empathy and
create community through musical theatre.

We incubate new Canadian musicals from
development to production, investing
in Canadian musical theatre writers
and building national and international
partnerships. Our musical productions -
including award-winning contemporary
musicals, world premieres and concerts
- are seen live by 30,000 people over the
80+ nights that we are onstage annually
in venues both traditional and surprising.
To date, our work has been recognized with
105 Dora Award nominations, 23 Dora Awards

(including back-to-back Outstanding Musical
Production awards in 2018 and 2019) and 19
Toronto Theatre Critics’ Awards.

Our robust education programs develop the
artists and audiences of tomorrow, offering
musical theatre training that boosts self-
confidence and self-expression for over
200 young people each year without cost to
the participants. We also curate innovative
musical programsin partnership with diverse
organizations, maximizing the resonance of
ourworkacrossdisciplinesand communities.

UP NEXT AT
THE MUSICAL STAGE COMPANY:

CYNTHIA DALE: TAKE THE MOMENT
Anintimate evening with Cynthia Dale marks
the celebratory return of The Musical Stage
Company to the Winter Garden Theatre. With
personal stories and songs set to the musical
catalogue of Stephen Sondheimand direction
by Richard Ouzounian, TAKE THE MOMENT
honours the extraordinary life-changing
moments that shape us all. For details visit
www.musicalstagecompany.com

INTERACT WITH US

THE MUSICAL STAGE
COMPANY’'S BLOG:
MUSICAL NOTES

Musical Notes is an online hub for
discussions about the latest trends,
developments, and gossip on musical
theatre in Toronto and beyond. Including
Artistic Director Ray Hogg's blog,
interviews with season artists, and more.
Check out Musical Notes, a home for any
musical aficionado. Visit us at www.
musicalstagecompany.com/blog.

MUSICALSTAGECOMPANY.COM

e info@musicalstagecompany.com

0 O @musicalstageco

Post your pictures & comments about

DIXON ROAD using #DixonRoadTO
& MARQUEE Festival using #MarqueeTO



https://musicalstagecompany.com/
http://www.musicalstagecompany.com/blog
http://www.musicalstagecompany.com/blog
https://musicalstagecompany.com/
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MUSICAL STAGE COMPANY STAFF

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP

THE ROGER & KEVIN GARLAND
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Ray Hogg (he/him)

CO-EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Paul Beauchamp (he/him)

CO-EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Kate Supleve (she/her)

STAFF

DIRECTOR OF MARKETING,
COMMUNICATIONS &
CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS
Victoria Barber(she/her)

PRODUCER
Robyn Hoja(she/her)

ACCESSIBILITY MANAGER &
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE
Alethea Bakogeorge (she/her)

ARTISTIC DEVELOPMENT
ASSOCIATE
Victoria Wang (she/her)

ARTISTIC PROGRAMS
ASSOCIATE
Patricia Cerra(she/her)

DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE
Cassandra Di Felice (she/her)

MARKETING &
EVENTS ASSOCIATE
Katie Gorham (she/they)

EVENTS & AUDIENCES
SERVICES ASSOCIATE

Nick Fassbender (he/they)

PRODUCTION COORDINATOR
Abriana Lashley (she/her)

PRODUCTION COORDINATOR

Gabby Noga (she/her)

ACCESSIBILITY COORDINATOR

TiaLunn (she/her)

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Max Borowski(any pronouns)

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Sherpa Creative

PUBLICITY
Suzanne Cheriton &
Jenn Perras,

Red Eye Media

ACCOUNTANT
Jenny Cheng(she/her)

ASSOCIATES

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
David Daniels

THE FINE FURNEAUX
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Reza Jacobs (he/him)

ARTISTIC ASSOCIATE
Robert McQueen(-/-)

ARTISTIC ASSOCIATE
Kevin Wong (he/him)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CO-CHAIR

Patrick David
CO-CHAIR

Megan Deeks
VICE-CHAIR
Rhonda Zwingerman
TREASURER

Randy McAuley
SECRETARY

lan McAuley

Dave Auster

Daren Herbert

John Hughes

David Kaplan

Avon MacFarlane
Catherine McCartney
Bart Nickerson

Paul Orlander

Tisha Rattos

Suzy Rodness
Tania Senewiratne
Celia Smith

Matt Webster
Lucy White

PAST CHAIR
Ellen Wallace

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Jordan Banks
William J.S. Boyle C.M.

Linda Chu

David Daniels

Roger Garland C.M.

Lucille Joseph
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DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT AND HELP
LIGHT UP THE MARQUEE!

All new and additional donations made before June 30th will be
matched up to $10,000 by Laurence & Judith Siegel through
the Bulmash-Siegel Foundation.

Big dreams need big communities.
We can’t do it without you.

To make a donation, visit www.musicalstagecompany.com/support

or contact Cassandra Di Felice, Development Associate, at
(416) 927-7880 ext. 233.

UNCOVERED: THE MUSIC OF DOLLY PARTON. Photo by Dahlia Katz.



MUSICAL STAGE 2021-22 SPONSORS

GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS

MARQUEE FESTIVAL SPONSORS

FOUNDING FOUNDING LEAD FUNDING
PRESENTING SPONSOR DONOR PROVIDED BY

Anne-Marie Canning

MARQUEE LEADING LIGHTS

Anonymous Mark & Cherie Penny Fine &
Daitchman Hugh Furneaux
Roger & Kevin The Catherine & Lucy White
Garland Maxwell Meighen
Foundation

PROGRAM & PRODUCTION SPONSORS

DIXON ROAD MUSICAL MOMENTS NEW WORK
PRODUCING PATRONS PROGRAM SPONSOR DEVELOPMENT SPONSOR
The Don & Shirley Green William J.S. Boyle, C.M.
Family Foundation

RBC APPRENTICE UNCOVERED: THE MUSIC
ONE SONG GLORY PROGRAM OF DOLLY PARTON
Aubrey & Marla Dan PRODUCING PATRONS
Foundation Anonymous

LEADING LIGHTS

AUBREY AND MARLA THE BANKS PRIZE CRESCENDO CLUB DIXON ROAD
aﬁglii'l\‘_gFORNEw The Banks Family Anne-Marie Canning Anonymous
Aubrey & Marla Dan
Foundation
DIXON ROAD FIRST DRAFTS THE KATHLEEN ONE SONG GLORY
Len & Suzy Rodness Andrew Gillespie ([:].EFVREELEOMPAMNEhEAF%ENRDSHIP Norine Rose
Kathleen & Dennis
Freeman
UNCOVERED: THE MUSIC OF
DOLLY PARTON
Haynes-Connell
Foundation
SEASON SUPPORTERS OFFICIAL RADIO SPONSORS
Metcalf
Foundation

The Musical Stage Company is aregistered charity BN 86204 4146 RR0O0O01. If you would like more information,
please contact Kate Supleve at 416.927.7880 ext. 224 or katesupleve@musicalstagecompany.com
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THE MUSICAL STAGE

COMPANY SUPPORTERS

Special thanks to our sponsors, major supporters, Crescendo Club & Virtuosos — core
builders of The Musical Stage Company who have committed to a multi-year donation

MARQUEE FESTIVAL LEAD
SUPPORTERS ($100,000+)

FOUNDING LEAD DONOR

Anne-Marie Canning

FOUNDING PRESENTING
SPONSOR
TD Bank Group

FUNDING PROVIDED BY
Ontario Trillium Foundation

MARQUEE FESTIVAL
LEADING LIGHTS
Anonymous

William J. S. Boyle, C.M.
Canada Life

Marc & Cherie Daitchman
Penny Fine & Hugh Furneaux
Roger & Kevin Garland

Lucy White

SPONSORS & MAJOR GIFTS*

Anonymous

The Banks Family

David W. Binet

BMO

Bulmash-Siegel Foundation

CIBC

The Aubrey and Marla Dan Foundation

Kate Alexander Daniels & David Daniels

Kathleen & Dennis Freeman

Andrew Gillespie

The Don & Shirley Green Family
Foundation

The Haynes-Connell Foundation

Hal Jackman Foundation

David & Sheryl Kerr

Catherine McCartney Cadogan/Karen
Tanz

The Catherine & Maxwell Meighen
Foundation

Metcalf Foundation

MNP

Linda & Chris Montague

RBC Foundation

Len & Suzy Rodness

Norine Rose

The Slaight Family Foundation

CRESCENDO CLUB ($5000+)*
LEADING LIGHT:
Anne-Marie Canning
Marsha & Aubrey Baillie Fund at Toronto
Foundation
Beauchamp-Winskell Family
Linda Chu & John Donald
Patrick David & Michael Smith
Megan Deeks & Simon Paabor
James Fleck Family Foundation
Kathleen & Dennis Freeman
Howard, Barclay & Associates

Gary & Margot Marcus

Mitchell Marcus & Orrin Wolpert

Leanne & David Matlow Family Fund at
the Jewish Foundation of Greater
Toronto

Noel Mowat

Paul Orlander & Helayna Shekter

Gary Rogers

Sherry Shannon-Vanstone

CeliaM Smith

Ellen & Les Wallace

Dr. Rhonda Zwingerman & Jeremy
Opolsky

VIRTUOSOS ($1500+)*

Anonymous

Gail & George Anthony

Paul Beauchamp & Trevor Pirri

Diana Bennett & Spencer Lanthier

Brand Family Foundation at the Jewish
Foundation of Greater Toronto

Helen Burstyn, C.M.

The Paul Butler and Chris Black
Foundation at Toronto Foundation

Louis Charpentier & Robert Wakefield

Mitchell Cohen & Janice Lewis

The Peter & Eleanor Daniels Foundation

Mark & Susan Davis

Bruce Dean & Robert Hall

Marg & John Deeks

Philip Doyle & Yvonne Garcia

Pam & Richard Earle

Emerald Foundation

Kevin Finora

Patricia J. Fleming (FBG) Fund at
Toronto Foundation

John & Susan Goddard

Ray Hogg & Gerald Michaud

Craig Hanson

Kent James

Lucille & Urban Joseph, 0.C.

In Memory of Jake Kennedy

Elaine Kierans & Shawn McReynolds

Scott Lauder

Victoria Lee & Philip Hebert

Ann Leese & Irwin Rotenberg

Linda Lewis & Lorie Cappe

Patti & John Loach

Avon Macfarlane

Jefferson & Sally Mappin

lan McAuley

Randy McAuley

Bart Nickerson

Opolsky Family

The Pottruff Family Foundation

Tisha Rattos

Anne & Jeffery Schwartz

Mike Scott

Charlie Seminerio

Robert Sherrin

Gregory & Crystal Smith

Richard Sniderman & D'Arcy Robert

Jason Spetter

Marg Steed & Wayne Atkinson

Kate Supleve

Martin R. Wasserman

Matt Webster

LEAD PLAYER ($750-1499)

In Honour of Justice Rosalie Silberman
Abella

The Pat & Tony Adams Freedom Fund
for the Arts

Earl Bederman & Ann MacPherson

Norman Buchanan

Karen Cheah

Don Deboer & Brent Vickar

Annie & Rich English

Louise Ferri & Brian Monti

Julia & Curtis Gallagher

Steven Hurowitz & Diane Osak

Blake Hutcheson

Kathy Kacer & lan Epstein

David M Kaplan Medicine Professional
Corporation

Linda Lee

Paul, Jaclyn & Michelle Marcus

David Montgomery

Bart Nickerson

In Memory of Karen Sharf

Diane Spivak

Carole Winberg

Brenda Wolpert

FEATURED PLAYER
($350-749)

Sara & Michael Angel
Anonymous

Peter Bakogeorge & Christine Mushka
John Bailey

Guy Beaudin

David Bell

Scott Belton & Jessica Leeder
Daniel Brown

In Honour of Anne-Marie Canning
Alan Dingle

Neal Dlin

Stephen Farb & Esther Yermus
Gail Fenwick

Brian Fior

Anne Fleming

David Fuller

Alex Galatis

David Goldbloom & Nancy Epstein
Ron & Sari Goldenberg

Bob & Kathy Grant

Julia Grant

Joe Hoja

In Honour of Kent James
Lorraine Kelly

Dana Lafarga

Jillian & Mark Lebovits

Kathy & Becky Liddle

Adrian M. Macdonald

Shawn McCarthy

Wendy Millar & Mark Dawson
Abby & Perry Minuk

Christine Moynihan

Anthony Ng

Cindy & Ed Nowina

Kerry Pond

Annalee & Brian Schnurr
Professor Julie Silver
Amanda & Scott Sinclair

Mary Sinclair



THE MUSICAL STAGE
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Sheryl Smolkin & Joel Troster
Ross & Ann Stuart

Shannon Teskey & John Monczka
Martha Tory

Andrew Tremayne

Jeff Walderman

Jennifer Webster

Paul Westlind

Marc Zwelling & Judith M. Adam

ENSEMBLE ($100-349)
Diana Abraham

In Memory of Mary, Milton & Brad Allison
Adrienne Anderson
Anonymous (6)

Rick Archbold & Rick Feldman
Elizabeth Asselstine

Janis & Dave Auster
Lawrence Axmith & Naomi Savage
Janice Baker

Carol Barcados

Marie Baron

Kate Barris & Jim Betts
Victoria Bassett

In Honour of Paul Beauchamp
Joan Belford

Harry Berholz

Theresa Boyle

Linda Bracken

Dianne Bradley

Allen Braude

Graham Brunke

Peter Caldwell & Stephen Mader
D. Callison

In Honour of Anne-Marie Canning(2)
Leonard & Cheryl Cappe
Danny Chen

Rebecca Chesley

Laurie Clark

Bernard F. Cocchiola

Claire & Michael Conway
Robert D. Cook
Jerry & Sharon Cooper

In Memory of Jim Craig

Carol Dalgado

Rita Davies

James Davis

Monique Delorme

Lucio Di Clemente

In Honour of Patrick Dale

Lisa Douglas

Angela Ferrante

Barbara Fingerote

Kevin Finora

Sandra Flow

Tim Fort

Donna Garner

Elaine Gold

Tim & Samantha Grant
Doreen Gryfe

Nancy Hawkins

Ann Hodges

In Honour of Robyn Hoja

Pam Hrick

llene Hyman

Dara & Lorne Indig

In Memory of Kenneth Roy Jacob
Susan & Liman Jegins
Robert Johnston

Rayna Jolley

Debbie Kassirer & Glenn French

Barb Kelly

Heather Kertland

Lorraine Kirchmann

KPCC Fund at the Jewish Foundation of
Greater Toronto

Rona Kosansky

Emily Kulin

Francy Kussner

Brenda Lazare

Judith & Harvey Levkoe

The Leo Baeck Day School Toronto

Kevin Long

Leah-Ann Lymer

Megan MacKeigan

Ruth Manchee Kenins

Susan Marcus & Rozanne Grimard

Ruth & Harold Margles

Ken Marple

Rose Mastracci

Edward Mathewson

Anne Matlow & John Bohnen

Marcia McClung

Pat & John McCormack

Robert McLaren

David McMullen

Jordan Merkur

Linda Meyer

Julie Michailidis

Marc Michell

Jacquelyn Miskie

The Rev. Marili Moore

Joy & Eddy Morassutti

Jeff Morris

Carole & Richard Murzin

Laraine & Neil Naft

Lindsay Naft

Briane Nasimok

S. Nevills

Bob & Debbie Newell

Hans & Carol Paabor

Ruth & Andy Patterson

Corey Payette

Aliisa Percival

Michael Pezzack

Harold Povilaitis

Kimberly Purtell

Jo Ann Pynn

Carol Richardson

Adele & George Robertson

D & F Robinson

Donna Rouzaud

Julia Sax

Jennifer & Noah Schein

Steven Schipper

Gayla & Ken Schwartz

Mike Scott

Elizabeth Sheffield

Don Sider

Brenda & Phillip Silver

Michael & Susan Silver

Julian Sleath

David & Marlene Smith

Deborah Smith

Saralee Smolkin

Mary Spyrakis

Deborah Staiman

Voy Stelmaszynski

Jean Stephen

*Multi-year giving program.

Carol Strom & John Migicovsky
Beth Sulman

Judy Sutton

Merrill Swain

Almos Tassonyi
Margaret Teasdale
Leonie Thelwell

Richard M. Thomson

Roz Tobias

Jeremy Tomlinson
Michael Trent

Marla Wardinger

Laura Webster

Linda Weir

Scott Werry

Paul & Joanne Whittaker
Jennifer Willmot

David Wilson

Debby Wright

Mary Young Leckie & Keith Leckie
Mary Anna Zakula

Lou Zamprogna

Hersh Zeifman

Tamara Zielony

Cynthia Zimmerman

These listings are current as of May 19, 2022 and we have made every effort to ensure appropriate recognition.
If, however, your name has been accidentally omitted, listed incorrectly, or misspelled, please contact Aletheaat
aletheabakogeorge@musicalstagecompany.com. We apologize in advance for any inconvenience this may cause.
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TICKETS
STARTING AT

532

JUNE 23 - JUNE 25
WINTER GARDEN THEATRE




